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National Security Decision Memorandum 78 

TO:	 The Vice President 
The Sec retary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director, Central Intelligence A gency 
The Director , Office of Emergency Prepar edness 
The Director, Arms Control and Disarmament Agency 
The Director, Office of Scienc e and Technology 

SUBJECT:	 Authorization for Use of Riot Control A gents and Chemical 
Herbicides in War 

After further review of the issues set forth in r esponse to National Security 
Study Memorandum 59, the President has considered United States policy 
on authorization for use by United States forces of riot c ontrol agents and 
chemical herbicides in war and has decided that: 

1.	 The use of riot control agents by United States forces shall 
r equire Pre sidential approval except in c ases of riot control 
and installation security on United States bases and posts. 

2.	 The use of che:mical herbicides by United States forces, e i th e r 
for defoliation or for anti-crop purposes, shall also require 
Pre sidential approval. 

3.	 These decisions shall affect neither the current authority of 
United States forces in Vietna:m to employ riot control agents 
nor the joint authority of COMUSMACV a n d the United States 
A:mbassador, Saigon, to authorize support of Government of 
the Republic of Vietna:m r equests for herbicide operations. 
These requests will be handled in consonance with MACV 
Directive 525-1 (A ugu s t 12, 1969), particularly Paragraph 5. 

4.	 Any request for Presidential authorization shall be submitted 
by the Secretary of Defense and shall include the views of the 
Sec retary of State. Each such request shall include (a) the 
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specific agents to be used, (b ) the specific theater o f opera­
ti ons , (c) general categories of situations for use , and (d) 
justification f or use. 

5.	 Currently only Chlorobenzylidenemalononitrile (CS) and 
Chloracetophenone (CN) a r e classified and considered as 
riot control agents for milita ry purpo se s . However, any 
agents which are accepted and used domestically for riot 
control and law enforcement purposes can be considered 
in this category in the implementation of this policy. 

6.	 Chemical herbicides a r e considered a s those chemical 
compounds which are used domestically within the United 
States in agriculture for w ee d control and similar purposes. 

7.	 The annual revie w of United States chemical warfare and 
biological research programs, conducted by the Under 
Secretaries Committee as directed by National Security 
Decision Memorandum 35 , will include a review of United 
State s military riot control agent and chemical herbicide 
programs. 

The President also has reaffirmed that his approval is required for the 
use of any lethal and incapacitating chemical weapons . 

.~ ---.---, J~-
ZKo •Henry A. IS s m g e r I 

cc: The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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