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-rHE WHI"rE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SECRET	 September 14, 1970 

National Security Decision Memorandum 85 

TO:	 The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Dir ector of Central Intelligence 
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
The Director, Office of Emergency Preparedness 
The Director, United States Information Agency 

SUBJECT:	 The National Security Council Senior Review Group 

To assist me in carrying out my responsibilities for the conduct of 
national security affairs, I hereby direct the establishment of the 
National Security Council Senior Review Group which shall as surne 
the functions of the present Review Group constituted by NSDM 2. 
This Senior Review Group will comprise the Under Secretary of State, 
the Deputy Secretary of Defense, the Director of Central Intelligence, 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affair s who will act as Chairman. 
Depending on the is sue under consideration, other agencies shall be 
represented at the discretion of the Chairman. 

The Senior Review Gr oup shall review papers prior to their s ubrni s sion 
to the National Security Council for consideration or to me for decision. 
These papers may be received from NSC Interdepartmental Groups, 
from NSC Ad Hoc Groups, or from Departments (at their discretion). 
The Senior Review Group shall be empowered to assign action to the 
NSC Interdepartmental Groups or NSC Ad Hoc Groups, as appropriate. 

The role of the Senior Review Group shall be to assure that the issues 
have been sharply defined, all relevant factors considered, realistic 
alternatives with their costs and consequences clearly set out, and the 
views of all interested departments and agencies fairly and adequately 
presented. The Senior Review Group shall recommend whether a paper, 
after review by it, should be referred for consideration by the National 
Security Council, forwarded directly to me for decision or returned to 
the originating body for revision before further consideration by the 
Senior Review Group. 
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