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National Security Decision Memorandum 99 

TO: The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Commerce 

SUBJECT: East-West Trade 

In response to the recent memoranda from the Secretaries of 
State, Defense and Commerce on possible measures to increase 
U. S. trade with Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, the Pre si .. 
dent has decided to defer any decision on new Administration 
initiatives to liberalize U. S. trade policy toward the Communist 
countrie s in regard to most-favored-nation tariff treatment or 
Export-b:nport Bank transactions. The Pre sident has also decided, 
however, that Congressional initiatives in these areas should be 
opposed only in a very low key way./ .r: ,
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