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National Security	 Decision MeITloranduITl 109 

TO:	 The Secretary of State
 
The Secretary of Defense
 
The Secretary of Transportation
 

SUBJECT:	 Pan Arne r i.ca.n Highway and the Darien Gap 

The President has reviewed the rnemor aridurn of May 5, 1971 f r orn the 
Cha i rrrian of the NSC Under Secretaries Cornrrrittee concerning the Darien 
Gap Highway project and has directed that priority attention be given to 
accelerating construction of the highway. He has approved the reCOITl­
rnendataoris contained in the Cha i rrrian ' a memo ra.ndum that: 

The Depa.rtrnent of State undertake consultations with the 
Gove r nrnents of Colombia and Pariarna to obtain their approval 
of and cooperation in the accelerated schedule; 

The De par tmerrts of State and Transportation undertake con­
sultations with the Appropriations Cornrriittee s of the Congress 
to obtain their cooperation in expediting action on pending and 
future appropriations requests to finance the projedt. 

The President has directed that the NSC Under Secretaries Comrnrttee 
report to h irn within sixty days on the outcorne of these consultations 
and on steps taken towards accelerating construction of the Darien Gap 
Highway. 

/I- 7 ,v-
Henry A. Kissinger 

cc:	 The Secretary of the Treasury
 
Director, Office of Managernerit and Budget
 
Adrrunistra.to r , Agency for International
 

Deve Ioprrient 
Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Cha.i rrnan, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Cha i r man, NSC Under Secretaries Cornrrritte e 
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