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SECRET Novem.ber 26, 1971 

National Security Decision Mem.orandum. 141 

TO:	 The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 

SUBJECT:	 Herbicides in Vietnam. 

The President has reviewed your m.em.oranda, respectively dated 
Septem.ber 30 and August 9, 1971, on the subject of Vietnam.ization 
of herbicide operations. The President has also reviewed the Acting 
Secretary of Defense I s m.em.orandum. of Novem.ber 3 regarding the 
use of herbicides by U. S. forces and the Secretary of State I s views 
as contained in his m.em.orandum. of Novem.ber 18, 1971. 

The President has m.ade the following decisions pending his review 
of the current Geneva Protocol and NSSM 112 studies: 

Beyond Decem.ber 1, 1971, Am.erican Em.bas sy Saigon and 
COMUSMACV shall have joint authority to use herbicides 
around U. S. bases and U. S. installations when considered 
essential for the protection of U. S. forces in those cases 
where other m.eans are not available or satisfactory because 
of the presence of m.ines, booby traps or tactical wire. Use 
will continue to be restricted to these lim.ited base and in­
stallation perim.eter operations conducted only by helicopter 
or ground- based spray equipm.ent under the sam.e regulations 
as apply in the United States. 

The U. S. will not take the initiative in any plans for the Viet­
nam.ization of herbicide capabilities or the provision of spray 
equipm.ent and/or training and technical assistance. There 
should be no stim.ulation of the GVN to acquire or develop 
herbicide capabilities. 

In the event the	 GVN requests assistance from. COMUSMACV 
and Am.erican Em.bas sy Saigon, the U. S. shall provide only 
that ground spray equipm.ent determ.ined necessary by 
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COMUSMACV and American Embassy Saigon and presently 
available and not required for use by U. S. forces in Vietnam 
for the GVN to conduct limited herbicide operations for pe­
rimeters of fire bases and installations consistent with the 
guidelines established herein for U. S. operations. UC-123 
aircraft, related spray systems and equipment, or helicopter 
spray systems will not be provided. 

If any training or technical as sistance is requested, the U. S. 
will limit such as sistance to that neces sary for the perimeter 
operations mentioned above. 

There will be no commitment by the U. S. Government to supply 
additional stocks of herbicides to the GVN. 

Henry A. Kis singer 

cc: The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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