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National Security Decision M(~:morandu:m 161 

TO:	 The Secretary of State
 
The Secretary of Defense
 

SUBJECT:	 Republic of Korea Forces in South Vietna:m 

The President has reviewed the alternatives for retaining the two Republic 
of Korea divisions in South Vietna:m as presented in the March 21, 1972, 
study forwarded by the NSC Under Secretaries Com:rnittee. The President 
has decided that in order to facilitate the retention of the two Korean 
divisions in South Vietna:m through the end of CY -1972 we should rnake 
the following response to the re:maining ROK requests for as surances of 
support for their forces in South Victriarri: 

-- Adequate air support will be provided within overall priorities as 
in the past; 

-- The U. S. is prepared to i:mp1e:ment the alternative logistics support 
systen. developed by CINCPAC/COMUS11ACV; 

-- The U. S. is prepared to consider providing construction :materials 
for redisposition of the ROKFV within the capability of our di:minishing 
forces and with the understanding that any plans for new construction 
will take into account the fact that ROK forces will eventually be with­
drawn fro:m SVN in any event; and 

-- The U. S. is prepared to draw up joint U. S. -ROK contingency plans 
for an evacuation airlift for the ROKFV with the proviso that should an 
e:mergency arise the two govermnents will consult regarding priorities 
for airlift assets and i:mp1e:mentation details. 

Our dis cussions with the ROK should not link the presence of U. S. forces 
in Korea to the retention of ROK forces in Vie tnarn, We should however 
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assure the ROK that U. S. forces will not be totally withdrawn from South 
Vietnam sooner than the total wi thd r a wal of all ROK forces. Finally, should 
the foregoing assurances prove acceptable to the ROK, we should inform 
the ROK that we are prepared to again review the que stion of continued 
ROK presence in South Vietnam beyond the presently envisaged time frame 
in early November 1972 in conjunction with the GVN. 

In keeping wi.th the provisions of NSDM 113, the Under Secretaries Committee 
is requested to u nde r ta ke a review of the question of continued ROK presence 
in South Vietnam beyond C Y-1972 after the current Indochina dry season. 
This review should be submitted to the President not later than September 
29, 1972. 

'1-__--, /f ;/----..
Henry A. Kissinger 

c. c. The Director of Central Intelligence 
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