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CONFIDENTIAl:. May 2, 1972 

National Security Decision MeITloranduITl 165 

TO:	 The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Corrirne r c e 
The Director, Arrns Control and Dl sa rrnarnent Agency 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The President's Science Adviser 

SUBJECT:	 International Aspects of Weather Modification 

The President has reviewed the Under Secretaries Cornrnittees report 
on international aspects of weather rnodiflcation, as forwarded by the 
Chai rrriarit s rrierno r aridurn of February 12, 1972, and has considered 
the views of the interested agencies. 

In continuing to advance civilian weather rnodifi.cation research and 
deve Ioprn.ent efforts and to apply this technology for hum.an benefit, the 
President has decided that: 

The United States shall further international cooperation and 
understanding in this rapidly developing field and conduct its 
p r o g r arns with rnaxirnurn openness and within the Er-arriewo r k 
of clearly established operational and procedural safeguards 
designed to protect the interests of the United States and of 
other countries. 

The United States will not encourage requests by other coun­
t r ie s for assistance in the conduct of operations involving a 
high risk of darnag e or where the effects cannot be foreseen 
with reasonable assurance. With regard to assisting other 
countries, each request for assistance shall be considered 
on the basis of its own rne r lt s , 

The United States shall continue research bearing on c l lrnate 
rrio d ifl ca.tion, but no c Iirriat e rnodif i cati on ope ration (civilian 
or rn i l ita r-y) shall be conducted until its total irnpa.ct can be 
predicted with great as surance and without the specific 

approval of the President. 
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The NSC Under Secretaries Com.m.ittee shall be responsible 
for continuing review of the international aspects of weather 
m.odification generally and of U. S. activities affecting other 
countries or outside U. S. territory, for instituting and over­
seeing im.plem.entation of appropriate guidelines for such U. S. 
activities, for reviewing any requests from. other countries 
for as sistance in weather m.odification activity, and for report­
ing any policy issues for the President's decision. For these 
purposes representatives of other interested agencies will 
participate. 

The President has decided not to propose at this tim.e legislation for the 
licensing and regulation of weather m.odification activities. 

The President has decided to defer decision on the m.atter of policy govern­
ing m.ilitary aspects of weather m.odification. 
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cc:	 The Secretary of Interior 
The Secretary of Agriculture 
The Adm.inistrator, Agency for International Developm.ent 
The Director, National Science Foundation 
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