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TO:	 The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of D efense 

SUBJE CT:	 RVNAF Force Structure 

The President has reviewed the s tudy on RVNAF national res erve units. 
He has decided t h a t the need for additional national mobile r eserves is 
a matter w hic h should b e dis cussed promptly with the GVN. The follow­
ing are among the points w hich should b e made: 

-- The U. S. believes RVNAF need more mobile reserv e units 
recruited on a national basis and c a p a b l e of d ep'loyrnerrt ou t s i d e of 
their military regions; 

- - W e are prepared to provide the additional equipment and to 
support such units; 

- - We belie ve development of additional national r es erv es will 
reduc e r equirements for other forc es and only a temporary increase of 
RVNAF strength above 1,100,000 w ou l d be required; 

- - Planning for at least the first phase of national reserve expan­
sion should be comple ted as rapidly as possible so that th e for ces c a n 
be c orribat ready by the e n d of 1 973; 

- - Various options c an be examined f or c r e a t i n g such forces; w e 
would w e l c om e GVN vi e w s on h ow best to pr oceed. 

Parallel wi th the de velopment of a short-term plan for 1972- 3, DOD 
and State should analyz e alternative force structures for SVN over the 
next se ven years taking into a ccount economic problems a s we ll as 
v a r i ou s le vels of thr eat. 


