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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 21, 1969 

National Security Study Memorandum 3 

TO: The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT: U. S. Military Posture and the Balance of Power 

The President has directed the preparation of a study reviewing 
our military posture and the balance of power. The study should 
consider in detail the security and foreign policy implications of a 
wide range of alternative budget levels and strategies for strategic 
and general purpose forces. 

To perform this study the President has directed the creation 
of a steering group to be chaired by the Deputy Secretary of Defense 
and to include representatives of the Secretary of State, the Chairman, 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Director of Central Intelligence, and the 
As sistant to the President for National Security Affairs. Staff support 
for this study will be arranged in consultation between the Deputy 
Secretary of Defense and the undersigned. Upon request, agencies 
shall make available personnel to provide staff support. Agencies 
shall also perform such studies in support of the overall study as may 
be requested by the Chairman of the Group. 

The report of the group shall be forwarded to the NSC Review 
Group by July 1, 1969. 
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