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WASHINGTON 

February 13,	 1969 

National Security Study Mem.orandum. 21 

TO:	 The Secretary of State
 
The Secretary of Defense
 
The Assistant to the President for
 

National Security Affairs 
The Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT:	 Vietnam. 

To facilitate the orderly planning and i mp lerrientat ion of policy 
on Vietnam. within the fram.ework of the National Security Council, the 
President has directed the form.ation of an interdepartm.ental, Ad Hoc 
Group on Vie tnarn , 

This group shall be chaired by the representative of the 
Secretary of State and shall include representatives of the Secretary 
of Defense, the Cha i r man , Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Director of 
Central Intelligence. Depending on the issue under consideration, 
other agencies shall be represented at the discretion of the Chairm.an. 
The Group shall perform. the following functions: 

1. Preparation of policy and contingency papers for considera­
tion by the NSC Review Group and the NSC. Copies of the papers shall 
be transm.itted to the heads of participating departm.ents and agencies 
as provided in NSDM 2. 

2. Discussion of interdepartm.ental issues concerning Vietnam. 
and decision on issues which can be appropriately settled by the Ad Hoc 
Group. This should include the planning and coordination, as appro­
priate, of the Governm.ent' s public inform.ation policY~~Vietnam.. 

cc:	 The Chairman, Joint Chiefs ~f Staff /l1~j',< -_u_--~;>--l 
The Director, United States Inform.ation Agency 
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