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National Security Study Memorandum 54 

T O :	 T h e Secretary of D e f e n s e 

SU BJEC T :	 A R e v i e w of U . S. Naval Shipbui lding C a p a b i liti e s 
and R e q uir e m e n t s 

T h e Pr e si d e n t has directed that a study be unde rtaken of 
U. S . and fo reign naval shipbuilding policies and capabilities . 
The study should be conducted in two parts . 

P ar t I will consist of a comparative analysis of U. S., 
Soviet , a n d other major Eastern and Weste rn E uropean naval 
shipbuil ding poli cie s , technologies, capabilitie s a n d co s t s , 
Pa r t I should b e completed and fo rwarded to t h e Pre sident 
b y J ulY 1, 1969. 

P a r t II will c o n s i st of an analysis of U . S. r equirement s 
f o r n a val and m er c h a n t marine shipbuilding capacity u n d e r 
wa r tim e condi tio n s in the 19 7 0 s. P a r t II should be c o m pl e t e d 
and fo rwa r d ed to the President by August 1, 1969 . 

N S C discussion of the results of the overall study effo rt 
will be scheduled at a l a t e r date . 

T h i s study w i ll be conducted under th e direction of t he 
Sec reta ry of D e f e n s e. He will be assisted as app rop riate by 
th e S e cre tary of State , the Di r e c to r of C e n t r a l Intelligence , 
the Di r e c tor of the Bureau of the Budget , and o th e r agencies 
whose assistance he may need. C lose lia i s o n should be 
maintained in a ll phases of the study with the office of the 
A s s i s t a n t to the Pr e s i d e n t fo r National S e curi t y Affai rs. 
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