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TO:

SUBJ E C T :

The Secretar y of State
T h e Secretary of Defen s e
T he Director of Centr al Inte llige nc e
T he Special Assista nt to the Pre s i d e n t fo r Science

a nd Te chnolog y
T he Director . Unit e d State s Arm s Con t r o l a nd

Dis arm ame nt Agency

u. S. Policy on Chem ical and Bi olo gi c a l Warfare
and Agents

The Presid e n t h as di r e c te d a s t udy of U. S . polic y. p rograms
a nd ope r ationa l conce pts wi th reg a rds to both chemical and
bi o logical war fare and agen t s.

Th e s tudy should examine pr ese nt U. S . policy a nd p r o g r am s on
CBW. the main is s ues c onfronting tha t p olic y , and the r a n ge o f
po s sible a lternatives there to . The analysis should de line ate (1) the
nature of the th r e a t to the U. S. a nd i t s Al lies and p o ssib le a lternative
a pproac hes i n meeting this threat ; (2) the utili ty of a nd cir c umst anc e s
for po s sible emp loyme n t o f c hem ical and bi o logical agents. bo th
le th a l a nd i ncapacitating ; (3) the operati onal concepts re lating to
po s sible u se . te sting and s tockpiling ; (4) the re searc h a nd deve lopment
o bj e ctive s ; (5 ) t he nature of and alternative a p proaches t o the d i s ­
tin cti on b e tween lethal and non- let hal c hemical and biolo gi cal age n ts .
i n clud i n g a revie w of curre n t applicat i ons of U. S. policy r e lating to
non- le thal agents such as chemic a l rio t contro l agents and chemical
de foli ant s ; and (6) the U. S. p osit ion on arm s control, including th e
questi on of the r a t ifi c ation of the Gene v a P r otoc ol of 192 5 .

The s t ud y sh ould i nclude consideration of the effects upon U. S.
i n te r n a tio n a l po s t u r e in general and upon relationships wi th Allies



e llS
in p artic ula r; o f the r ele va nt l e gal que s tions; of the various c o s t
fac to r s ; and of the envi r onme ntal cont ro l and public affairs a s pect s
o f U. S. polic y .

The President has dire cted that the NSC P olit i cal - Military
Group perform this study and that the addressees b e included in
the F MC fo r purpo ses of thi s study . The President has a u th o r i z e d
the P M G to e s tab lish the ne c e s s ar y subgroups for special or t e ch­
nic al a s pect s of this study.

The r e port of this Group should be fo rwarded to the NS C
R e view Group b y Septe mber 5, 1969.
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