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N a tio n a l Se curity Study Memo randum 64 

TO: The S ec r e t a ry of Defense 

SUBJE C T : U. S. Strategic Capabilitie s 

As a r e s u lt of National S e curity Council discussion of the U.S. 
stra t egi c po sture, prepared in response to Nati onal Security Study 
Memo randums 3 and 24, the President has directed that you prepare 
a follow-on study as follows: 

With resp e ct to strategic nuclear attacks on the United States, 
evaluate U. S. strategic fo r c e s proj ected through 1978 in terms 
of (a ) their capability to deter and re spond to le s s than a ll -out 
or di s a r m i n g Soviet attacks, and (b) a range of po s sible war 
outcome measure s in addition to surviving population and industry, 
suc h as surviving military and other economic a s s e t s , T h e analysis 
should be based on both low and high Soviet force levels in the 
Nat i onal Intelligence Proj e ctions for Planning and on greater than 
expe c t e d thr e ats. 

The analysis should include consideration of the actual and 
requir e d capabilities of the U. S. command and control system 
unde r the postulated operational situations. 

T h e study should also addr e s s the following que stions: 

-- What general strategic force levels and what types of 
f o r.c e m i x e s and fo r c e chara c t eristic s are indicated to improve 
r e l a t i v e U. S . s t r a t e g i c capabilities as now projected? 

- - What imp r ovements, if any, seem indicated for our 
pro g ralu m e d strategic command and control systems? 

-- Based on the analysis , what modifications or chang es to 
t h e crit eria for strategic sufficiency should be consider e d? 
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The study shou l d be f o rwarded to t h e N S C R e vi ew Grou p by 
O c t o b e r 1, 1 9 6 9 . Clo s e liaison should be maintained in all pha s e s 
of t h e s t u dy with the Offic e o f t h e Assistant to the P r esident f o r 
N a t i o nal S e cu r ity Affai r s. 
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c c: The Sec r e t a r y of State 

The Cha i r m an, J oint C hie f s of Staff 
Director o f Central Intelligence 
Di r e c t o r o f the Bureau of the Budg e t 
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