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T O	 The Secretary of Stat e 
The Secretar y of Defense 
T h e S ecretar y of Tr e asur y 
Dir e ctor , C entral Intelli genc e 

S UBJE CT:	 Poli cy Toward the P ersian Gulf 

The Pr es ident ha s directed a study of U. S. policy in the Per sian 
Gulf whi ch would includ e the following: 

1.	 Di s cuss i on of the pr oblems cr e ated b y w i t h d r a w a l 
from the Gulf of the Britis h pre s enc e in its p r e s e n t 
form, including the possibility of an Arab-Iranian 
confr o ntation i n th e re g i on. 

2 .	 Dis cuss i on of o u r choi c es i n s etti n g a gen er al U. S. 
postur e toward the various political entiti es in the 
Gulf a rea - - o u r p oliti c al re l a tion ship s , di p loma ti c 
r ep r es entation , a r m s aid p olicy. 

3.	 De s c ription of the specific decision to be ma d e re g a rd­
ing c ontin u e d U. S . na val acti v i t y i n the r e gio n a fte r t h e 
Briti sh w i t h d rawal and a di scus s ion of the m er its of 
e a ch of t h e s i g n if i c ant co u r se s of ac tion open to us. 

The P r e s i d e n t h a s d i r e c ted that thi s s tud y b e pr epar e d by the NS C 
Interd epartmental G r o up f or Nea r Ea st a n d South Asia and b e for­
w a r de d t o the NS C R e vi e w G roup b y September 30 . 
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c c : C h a i r m a n , J o int Chief s o f Staff 
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