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SECRET 

National S e curi t y Study M emorandum 69 

TO :	 The Sec retary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 

SU BJECT:	 U. S. Nuclear Policy in Asia 

The President h as directed the preparation of a s tudy on U. S. 
n u c lea r policy in A sia. 

T h e study should examine four broad a r e a s : 

1. U . S . st r a t e gic n u clear capability a gainst China . A 
range of pos s ible situations i n which a U. S. strategi c nuclear 
capability a ga i nst China would be useful s h o u ld be examined. 
The s t u d y s h ou l d consider pos sible tar g e t system s in China 
and U . S . capabili ty to attack those systems, The i mplications 
for U. S . s t r a t e gi c fo r c e requirement s, for war planning and 
the r e q u i r e d command and control systems and proc edures a n d 
for the d e finition of strategic su ffi cien c y should be examined. 

2 . U . S . the a t er nuclear cap a b i lity in the Pacific . Th e 
s tudy should exa m i n e the role of the U, S. theater nuclear 
cap a b i lit y in the Pacific for both det e r ren ce and defens e a g a i n s t 
possi ble C h i n e s e attack s and agai n s t other forms of aggression 
a gainst both Allied and non-Alli ed countries . Under w ha t types 
of c ir c u m s t a n c e s and how might U . S. theater nuclear force s be 
emplo yed in improving war outcome s ? Th e study should exa m i ne 
a lternative postur es and basing a r r a ng e me n t s for theater nu c l e a r 
fo r c es in the li ght of possible roles for U. S. strategic fo r c es , 
taking a c count i n t e r a l i a of the pending r ever sian of Okinawa to 
Japan. 
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-3 . Nu c l e ar as s u r a nc e s . The st.r.dy should analy z e t h e 
c u rren t l ega l and p oli t i cal status of our commitments, b o th t o 
A lli ed and non-Allied count ri e s , concerning our actio n s i n t h e 
fa c e of nucle ar agg r e s s i o n or threats of aggr e s s i o n . This should 
tak e i n t o a c c ou n t our obligations under the UN Charte r ; our 
vari ous a l lia n c e s ; the Non-P r o lif e r a tion Tr e a t y (inclu din g t h e 
S e cur i t y Coun c il Resolut ion and Senate testimony ) , and statements 
by US o fficial s . In the light of the results o b t a i n ed u n d e r 
p a ragra p h s 1 and 2 a b o v e , p o s s i b l e modifications to ou r a s suranc e s 
s h o u l d be di s c u s s e d and e v a lu ate d . 

4. N u cle ar pro l i f e r a t i o n . The paper s h ould consider for e a c h 
opt i on exa m i ne d t h e p o s s i b le e ffec t s on pro lif e r a t i o n of nu c l e a r 
w eap ons and o n p r o s p e c t s for wider adher ence to the N o n - P r o lif e r a t i o n 
T r e a t y . 

This s t u dy shou l d b e p e r f o r m e d b y an Interagen c y G r o u p chaire d by 
a r e p r es ent a ti v e of the S e c r e t a r y of Defense and inc luding rep r esent a t i ves 
of th e addr es s es of this memo randum and of the Assist a n t t o t h e 
P r e si de n t fo r Nat i onal Security Affairs. A representative of the Di r e c t o r , 
A rm s C o n t rol and Di s a r m a m e n t Agency should par tic ipa t e in the N u c l e a r 
Assur anc e s a n d N u cle a r Prol ife ration phases of the s tudy. This s t u dy 
sho u l d be submi t t ed to the NS C Revi ew Gro u p by 30 S ept e m be r 1969. 

It---- A· iL-'---,..~ 
/' ~nry A. Kissing e r 

c c : T he Chairman, J o i n t Chi efs of Staff 
T h e	 Di r e cto r , A rms Cont rol and
 

Disarmament Agenc y
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