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Octobe r 13, 196 9 

N ational Security Study Mem .orandum 79 

T O : T h e Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of the Treasury 
The Secretary of A griculture 
The Secretary of Comm erce 
T h e D i r e c t o r of t he C entral Intelligence A gency 
The D i r e c t o r of the Bureau of t h e B u d g e t 
T h e Chairman of the Council o f Economic Adviser s 
The Special R epresentative for Trade N egot i a tions 

SUBJECT: U . K . Accession to the European Community 

The President ha s directed the p r e pa r a t i on of a study of U . S . p o licy 
toward U. K . accession to the European Communit y . The s tud y 
should di scuss the o ptions open to the U. S. in connect ion w i t h differ­
e n t f o r m s of p r o pos e d acce s sion, how the se forms w i ll a ffe c t the 
e c onomic and p olitic a l unity of the Communi ty, and t heir b earing on 
the United Sta t e s . The study s hould take into a c c ount a c c e ss i o n by 
othe r c ou n t r i e s w h o s e entry m i ght accompany or follow that of the 
U. K. 

The study should anal yze the effects o n U . S . trade and inve stment 
of t h e p r obable fo r m s of a c cession, b oth in the near a n d longer t e rms, 
dir e c tly and in r e l a t i on t o t hir d countrie s. This s h ou l d include 
ana l ysis of t h e impa c t of accession on EC trade and monetary p olic ies, 
including the common a gricultural policy and new proposals fo r i t s 
r e f o rm. It s h ou l d c o n s i d e r the po s s i b i lity of p olic y chan ge s b e y o n d 
the E C c o n t ex t its e lf w hic h might be r elated to U. K. a c c e s sion, such 
as Commonweal th trading arrangements a nd the problem of the U. K. IS 

ex t e rnal indebtedne s s , 

The study s h ou l d ex amine the effe c ts of British accession , and that 
of ot h e r s , on the course of p olitica l unit y i n the E C . It should c on ­
side r the implicat i ons for U. S. relations w i t h the future members a n d 
w i t h third countri es. 

The study shou l d mak e r e c ommendations concerning (a ) any con d i t i o n s 
whi ch might cause the U . S. to que stion its basic support f o r a c ces s i on; 
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(b) the typ e s of a c cession arrangements which would most ben efit 
U . S. e c onomi c and political interests; and (c) the t actics the U . S . 
s hould adopt , i f a n y , toward either of the se courses of development . 

The study s h ou l d also examine the opportunities open to the U. S . , 
par t i cularly in the fields of trade, international monetary polic y, 
inve s tment , a n d a g r i cultural policy in order t o take the fulle s t 
adva n t age of the fundamental chang es attending U. K. accession in 
ord e r to promote U . S. econom i c a nd politic al inter ests. 

The s tud y should be performed by a n ad hoc g r ou p under the d i r ec­
tion of the De partme nt of State and should inc lude representative s of 
the D e p a r t m e n t s of Defense, Trea sury, Commerce a n d A griculture, 
the Cen t r al Int e lli g e n c e Agency, Office of the S p e c i a l R epr esentative 
fo r T r ade N e g ot iation s , the Council of Econom i c Advis e r s , the B u r e a u 
of the B u d g e t and t he Assistant to the President for Nat i onal S e c u r i t y 
Affair s . T h e stud y s h ould be s ubmitte d to the Review G r oup by 
F eb r uar y 15. 

In t he int e r im t he r e s h ou l d be s ub m i tte d for approval a memorandum 
contain i n g g u i d a n c e for U. S . Government officials durin g the time 
until d e c i s i on s c a n b e m ade on the b asis of the study. 
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Henry A. ' i s s ing e r \ 
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