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WASHINGTON, D .C. 20 506 

SECRE T / S ENSIT I V E 

N o v rrr b e r 21, 196 9 

Nation a l S e cur i ty S t u dy M em.o r a n d u n1. 84 

T O :	 T h e Sec r e t a r y of S ta t e 
T he S e cr e t a r y of D e f en s e 
T h e D i r e c t o r o f C e n tr a l Inte lli ge n c e 

S EJE C T :	 U. S . S trate gi e s a n d Fo r c e s for N A T O 

P u r sua n t t o S D M 27 and i n c on j unc ti on w i th th e w o rk bei n g d on e for 
N SS M 65 , t h e P r e s i d en t h a s d i r e cted a stu dy of t h e a lte r n a t i v e U . S. 
f o r c e dep l oym.e n ts in N A T O, t he i r p oli ti cal a n d bud g e t a r y i m.p li c a ti on s , 
a n d their c on seque nce s fo r NAT O s tr a t e gy . This s tu dy s h o ul d exa m.ine: 

diffe ren c e s In VI e ws a s to th e thr e a t , inc l udin g t h e v i e w s 
o f o ur allie s; 

a lli e d v iews c oncern in g a n app r op r i a t e N A T O d e fen s e 
s trate gy ; 

our be st e s ti rn a t e s of the d e f ens e c a p a bil ities these a lli e s 
w ill m a i nta i n c orn m.i t t e d t o NATO; 

the r a n g e o f d e p l oym e n t a lte r nat i v e s w e hav e w i thin t h e 
c on t e x t o f th e current a n d a ltern a t iv e N A T O s tr a t e gi es ; 

likel y S ov i e t / W a r s aw Pac t p o l i t i c a l a n d mili tary r e s p ons es 
t o v a r i o u s US / N A TO dep l oym en t s i n E ur ope; 

the poli tic a l a n d co st imp l i c a t i on s o f m od ifi catio n s t o
 
current s t r a t e gy a n d forc e p os tur e s .
 

W i th re s p e ct t o a lte r n a tive . S . c onven t i on a l f o r c e d e p loy m ents to 
E u r p e , the a lte r n a t i v e s c o n sid er ed should inclu d e diffe r e n t d e p l oy rn ents 
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to sup p o r t the pres ent strategy, different initial defense strat e g i es
 
(f o r exa m p l e , 30 or 60 days rather than 90 ), and diHerent deployment
 
s c h e rn e s incl ud ing c on s i d e r a tion of more e ffic i ent transit i ons to
 
Lirni t d nuclear operations and more effec tive respons es to th re a t s
 
on the flanks. The alternatives conside r e d should include a wid e
 
ran g e of U. S . for c e l e v els in Europe.
 

The stu d y should be supervis ed by a Steering Committe e cha i r e d by
 
a r e presentative of the Secretary of D efense and inclu ding r e p r e s e n t a ­

tives of the a d dr e ss e e agencies, the Assistant to the Pres i d e n t for
 
National S e c u r ity Affairs, and th e Chairman, Joint Chiefs of S ta ff.
 
T h e c om p l e t e d r ep o r t should be submitted to th e N S C Defense Program
 
R ev i e w Commit t ee by 1 February 1970.
 

cc: T h e Chai rman, Joint C h i e fs of Staff 
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