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National Secu r i t y Study Memorandum 88 

TO:	 The S e c r e t a r y of Sta te 
Th e Sec r e t a ry of D e f ense 
The Dire cto r of Cen t ral In t ellig e n c e 

SUBJECT :	 US Policy on Italy and the No r thern Me d i ter ranean 

The President has di r ected a s tu dy of polit ical deve l opments in t h e 

No z the r n Med iter ranean, particula r ly in Ita l y , Greece and Spain . 

T h e study s h ould con s i der t h e b r oad impli cations f o r US policy in t h e 
s h o r L and m e d ium te r m r e s u l ting from t he p o liti c al evolution in t hi s a r e a . 
The i m p lic atio n s of Soviet milita ry , political and economic activities a nd 
influ nce in the Medi te r ranean should be assessed w ith particular r e f er ­
en c e to the e ff e c t s on t h e count r ies of the Northern Mediterranean . 

P rim.e focus should be placed on Ita l y. Re c o m m e nda ti o n s should be p r e ­
sen t ed on the scope of action the US migh t take to enhance pol i tical s tabili t y 
and e ff e c ti v e government, to reduce the pos sibility of entry i n t o the gove rn ­
men t of the Com m u nist Par ty , an d to imp r ove the e ff e c ti v e nes s of the US 
p r esence an d i n t e r e st i n Italy . T h e Pres i dent wis h e s to have A m b a s sador 
Mar tin present for the meeting of the N S C . 

T h e	 Presid e n t also w i shes to have Ambassador Tasca present to r e v i e w 
the	 s i tuation i n Gr e e c e a n d to recom m end th e deg r e e o f spe e d w i t h whi c h 
we s hould move in resuming milita ry shipments . The prospects for the 
poli ti ca l evolution in Spain and Spain I s future role i n the Medite rranean 
should also	 be reviewed. 

The	 President has di rected tha t t h e pap e r be prep a red by an ad ho c grou p 
chai r ed by a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e Secretary of State and including repre ­
sen tatives of the addressee s of this memorandum and NSC staff. 

T he	 study s h ould be sub mit t ed to the N S C Revie w Gro u p b y F ebru ary 2 7. 
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