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SE CRE T / N O DI S	 February 2 6, 197 0 

Nation al S ecur i ty Study M emorandum 90 

TO:	 T h e Secretar y of State
 
T he Secretary of D efe nse
 
T he Dir ector of Centr al Intelli g ence
 

SUBJE C T :	 US Inter e st s i n and P olicy Tow ard t he Mediterrane a n A rea 

The Pr e s i den t wishes to exp an d NSC consideration of Mediterr anea n 
problem s beyond those i ssues c i t e d in NSSM 8 7 (N orth Africa) and in 
NSSM 88 (N o r t h e r n Me di t e r ranean ). 

Accor din gly, h e dire ct s t hat the NSSMa 8 7 and 88 s t u die s b e p l a ced in 
th e contex t of political d e v elopments in the Mediterranean b a s in as a 
w hol e , including t he E a stern M e diterr an e a n. P ar ticular e mph a sis 
should be g iven to ho w US inter e st s in thi s a rea w i ll be affected over 
the n x t several years. 

The s t udy s hou l d include cons ideration of S ovi et obj ectives, poli c i es 
and pr ospe ct s an d how they a ffec t our inter e sts, and French ob j ectives , 
poli c i e s and p r o spect s and how t h ey a ffect our inter e s t s . 

The Pres ident wish es t o dis cus s the fe a sibility o f d ev el o ping policy 
op t i on s with r e spect to our i nter e st s i n the area as a whole or i n appro ­
priat e segments of it. H e w ish es t o examine ways of improving the 
int e rr e l ati on ship of our pr o gr am s a n d policies in individual countrie s 
in the M e dite r r anean area. Policy options should t a k e a c c ou n t of 
political, econom i c and militar y cons i d e r a tions . 

The P r e siden t has di r e cted t ha t thi s s t u dy b e pr epared by a n a d hoc 
g r oup chair ed by a repr e s en t ativ e of th e S ecr etar y of State an d i n cludin g 
r epr e s e n t a tiv e s o f the addres s e e s of thi s mem o r a n dum an d the NSC 
staff. Wor k already com plete d o r underway i n re s p onse to NSSM 88 
may b e incor porat e d in the study r equested by the pr e sent NSSM. 
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The com p l e t e d study should be submitted to the N SC R e v i e w Gr oup 
by M onda y , Ma r ch 16, 19 7 0 . 
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