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SEGRET November 9, 1970

National Security Study Memorandum 104

TO: The Secretary of State
The Secretary of Defense
The Director of Central Intelligence Agency

SUBJECT: Soviet and Friendly Naval Involvement in the
Indian Ocean Area, 1971-1975

The President has asked for an assessment of possible Soviet
naval threats to U.S. interests in the Indian Ocean area and

the development of friendly naval force and basing alternatives
consistent with varying judgments about possible threats and
interests over the 1971-1975 period. He has asked that special
attention be given to possible U.S. cooperation with British and
other friendly forces in the area.

The study should:

-- Specify U.S. interests involved in the Indian Ocean
area, including political considerations, commercial and trade
interests, communications and logistics requirements under
current and possible contingency conditions, surveillance needs,
and strategic force issues.

-- Survey current and projected possible Soviet involvement

in the Indian Ocean area and assess the possible threats to U.S.
interests,

-~ Assess the current and possible future roles of British,

Australian, South African and other forces in the Indian Ocean
area, giving special consideration to possible basing requirements.
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-~ Consider how the political, commercial and other
interests of Japan, Australia, India, Indonesia, and other
countries in the area affect the options for Soviet and U, S.
naval involvement in the Indian Ocean area.

-~ Develop alternative U.S. force and basing arrangements
(specifying the costs of each) consistent with differing views of
U.S. interests in the Indian Ocean area, giving special attention
to the associated roles of British and Australian and other friendly
naval forces and joint housing arrangements.

This study should be carried out by an Interdepartmental Group
under the chairmanship of the Department of Defense. It should
be completed by December 1, 1970, and submitted to the Chair-
man, NSC Senior Review Group.
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Henry’:A. Kissinger /i

cc: Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
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