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TO:	 T h e Sec re tary of Sta te 
T h e Secre ta r y of D e fens e 
The D ir e ctor of C e ntral I n t e ll i g e nce 
T h e D i r ec to r , Offi c e of S ci ence and T e c hno logy 
T h e D i r e ctor , U n it e d Stat e s Ar m s Contro l a n d 

Dis ar m a m e nt A g e n c y 

S U B JE C T:	 U . S . P o s t- Vie tnam P o li c y on U s e of R i o t Contro l 

A g e n t s and Herbi c i d e s i n Wa r 

T h e P r e s i d e nt has dir ec ted a stu d y of the full r a n g e of Uni t e d 
S ta t s p olic y o p tions w i t h rega rd t o t h e us e o f ri o t cont ro l agents 
and c hemi c a l h erbi cid e s i n w a r aft e r Vie t nam . I n th i s s tud y, ri o t 
cont ro l age n t s and chemica l he rbicides should be dealt w i t h 
se p a r at ely. 

T h e stu d y sho u l d ad d res s t he ad va nta g e s a n d dis a d v a nt a g es of U . S . 
po licy options , t a k i n g into account : 

the mi li tary u tili ty o f and p os s i b le c ir c u m s t a n c es u nde r 
w h i c h th e s e agents might be employe d in future conflic t 
si t u a t i ons o the r than V i e tna m; 

t h e envir o nm e ntal asp e ct s r e l e vant to us e in the situat i ons 
des c ribed; 

i n t e r n a t i o na l po licy conside r a tio n s; 

C o n g r e s sional	 a n d publi c r elat ions a sp e cts . 

T h e posi t ion which t h e Uni t e d Sta t e s wou l d t a k e conce r n i n g it s 
u n d ersta nd i n g as t o t h e Gene va P r ot o c o l of 1 92 5 unde r e a ch po licy 
o p tio n s ho u l d be d i s c u s s ed . 
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T h e P r e sident has directed that a n Ad Ho c Group , chaired by a 
r e p r e s e n ta t i v e of D e p a r tm e n t of State and comprising repre ­
s e n t a t iv e s of the addressees a n d the NSC staff , c on d u ct thi s 
stud y . The fa c t and natur e of this re vie w shou ld b e v e r y closely 
h Id , and distribution shoul d b e r estricted on a n a b s o l u t e "need 
to k n o w " basis. 

T h e study should be for ward ed to the NS C S e n i o r R e vi e w G r o u p 
b y F e b r u a r y 1, 1 9 71. 

H enry A . Ki ssing er 

c c : The Chairman, Joint Chief s of Staff 


