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National Se curity Study Memorandum 119 

TO:	 The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defens e 
The Dire ctor of C entral Intelli gence 

SUBJECT:	 US-Soviet Incidents at Sea 

In c o n n e cti on with forthcomin g talks w i t h the USSR concerning in cidents 
at sea, the President has dir e cted a study which 

outlines the issues; 

exa m i n e s alternative US proposals and their implications; 

e s tim a t e s probable Soviet positions and their implications; 
and 

- - des cribes a	 n e gotiating plan. 

The study should, in parti cular, exa m ine the military and intelligence 
fa ctors i nvolved and relate t h em to broader considerations o f our relations 
w i t h th e USSR and issues of inte r n a ti o n a l law and maritime pra ctice. 

The study should include a dis c u s sion of the intere s t s of US Allie sand 
other significant third countrie s , 

The Pre s i d e n t has directed that the study be prepared by the N S C Inter­
departme ntal Group for Europe and be s ubmi t t e d for revie w by t he Senior 
R evie w Group by Mar ch 8, 1971. 

For purposes of this study the IG /EUR should be c o n s tit ute d to include only 
representativ es of the Departments of State and Defense, C e ntral Intelli gence 
A genc y, Joint Chiefs of Staff, a n d the N a t i o n a l Security Coun cil Staff. 

c c : C h a i r m a n , Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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