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Na tio n a l Securi t y Study Memorandum 120 

T O :	 The Secretary of State 
The S e c r e t a r y of Defense 
The Secretary of Commerce 
The Di r e ctor of Central Intelligenc e 
The C h a i r m a n , Atomic Energy Commis sion 
The Director, Offi c e of Emergency Preparedness 
The Dire c t or, Arms C o nt r o l and Disarmament Agency 
The D i r e cto r , Offi c e of S c i e n c e and Technol o gy 

S UBJECT:	 Uni t ed States Policy on Peaceful Applications of 
A t omi c Ener gy 

The P r e s i d e n t has dir e cted a review of United State s policies and p r ograms 
on p e a c e fu l a p p lications o f atomic ener gy. The review s hould include, but 
not be l imit e d t o , nuclear power and res ea r ch rea c t or s , fuel enr i chment, 
fab r i c a t ion and r ep r o c essing technologies, p ea c eful nuclear e xpl o sion s 
and cont r o lle d fu s i on r e sea r ch. 

Gene rally, the r e view should clarify the purpo ses and s c op e of e x i s ting 
p olicie s a n d discuss the maj o r national secur ity issues po s e d by int erchange 
of n u clear t e c h n o l o g i e s and e q u ip m e n t . Consideration should be give n to 
h o w p olicie s diffe r w i th r e s p e ct to specific areas or c o u n t r i e s . 

The rev i e w shoul d addr e ss s p e cifically three areas of policy a n d the advan­
ta ges and disadvan ta ges of a l t ernate approache s to each. 

Int e r n a t i o n a l C o op e r a t ion o Are the cur r en t policie s g overni n g U, S. 
c oop e ra t i on w ith oth e r nat i ons and their a c c e ss to new o r a d v a n c e d 
n u cle a r te c h n ologie s , including the l i censing , subsidy and p rorn o t ion 
o f n ucle a r exports, adequa t e to me e t U. S. interest s ? 

If n ot , w h a t changes shoul d be made in these policies ? 

T h e r e v i e w should give full c on s ide r a tion to po s s i b l e a r e as of 
inc r e a s e d int e rnational te c hni c a l coopera tion as w e ll a s international 
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c oo r d in a t ion o f nuclear polic ies, particularly with the indu s tr i ali z e d 
c ount ries, r e l a t in g to su ch matters as export cont r ols and p r o cedur es, 
p r ic in g ar rangements, a n d environmental and safety a s p e c t s . 

Int ernational Sa fe gua r ds . Cons idering probable e xpa n s i o n of futu r e 
w o rldw i d e pea c eful applications, a r e cur r e nt bilateral and multil a t e r a l 
s afegua I'd ar r a n g e m e n t s adequate t o prev ent delib erate d iv e r s ion of 
spe cia l n u clear m aterial ? 

If not, what polic y options shoul d be c on s i d e r e d re g a r d in g th e modifi ­
c a t ion of U . S. p r o c edures a n d tech nolo gy controls or of th e p r oc e du r es 
of the In te rna tion a l Atom i c E n e rgy A gency? 

Do m s E c Safeguar ds. Do e s th e c u rre n t U. S. system for safe guarding 
s p e cia l n u cl ear mate r ials in the custo dy of (a) th e U. S. Go v ern m e nt, 
(b ) g ov e r n m en t c ontr acto rs, a n d (c ) private citi z e n s a nd c orp ora tions 
pr ov i d e a s s u r an e that such m a t e ria l s c annot be diverted t o una u t h o r ­
i zed u s e ? 

If n ot, wh a t changes should be m ade in the U. S. system to a s s ur e 
a g a in s t u nau t h o r i z e d u se? 

The P r e s id ent has directed t h a t the review b e conducted by an A d H o c Gr oup , 
ch a i r e d by a r e p r e s e n t a t ive o f the S ~ c r e ta r y of State and in clud ing rep r senta­
tiv e s of t he a c t ion and inform ation a d d r es s e es of this mem orandum and o f th e 
A s s is t a n t to the P resident for N ational Security Affairs. The Ad Ho c G rou p 
i s auth o r i z e d to establish the n e ce s s a ry subg r oups to perform a n y s p e cial o r 
t e c h n i c a l rep o r t s . 

T h e A d Ho c G r oup should for w a rd i t s rep o rt to th e N S C Senior Review G r o up
 
b y July 1, 1 9 7 1.
 

! 
/! .~---~7 

Henry A. Kissinger 

cc:	 Th e Ch a i r m a n , Joint Chiefs of Staff
 
T h e Ch ai r m a n , Council on Envi r onmenta l Qu a lity
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