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Na tio n a l Security Study Memorandum 12 3 

TO :	 The Secretary of State 
The Secr e t a r y of D e f e n s e 
D i r e c t o r of Centra l Inte lligenc e 

SUBJEC T :	 US- UK Nucle ar R e lations 

T h e President has directed that a study be prepared to review current 
is s u e s of n uc le a r c o ope r ation wi t h G reat B r i tain. 

In par t icul a r ,	 t he s t udy s h ould a ddre ss: 

1 .	 T he extent t o w hich we ar e a l r eady c ommitted to a s s i st the UK 
in improving its strategic n uc lear fo rce under existing ag reement s . 

2 .	 The i m pli c a t i o n s of US assistance to the B r i ti s h in their effo rts 
to improve the c a pability of t h eir present Po l a r is systems through 
the "pr oj e c t definition phase . II 

3 .	 The l o n g r un implications fo r the US of a deeper invo lvement in 
the UK e ffo rt t o deve lop and deploy an improved Polaris system, 
i n clud i n g an asse ssment of B r i t i s h strategic o b j e ctiv es and a 
possib l e fut ure UK r e q ue s t fo r M IRV technology . 

This study will b e p repa red b y an Ad Hoc G roup c ompr is ing r epr e s e n t a ti v e s
 
of the addr esse es and the NSC staff and c hair ed b y the Chai rma n o f t h e N S C
 
I n t e r de p a r t m e n t al P oli ti cal Military G r o up. T h e completed study , which
 
wi ll be considered by the Senio r R e v iew Group, sho uld be for war d ed to the
 
Assistant to the President fo r National Secur ity Affairs not l a t er than
 
May 10 .
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