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Na t i o n al S e c ur i ty Study Memo randum 124 

TO :	 The Sec retary of State 
The Secretary of D e f e n s e 
T h e Director of Ce n t r al Inte lli g ence 

SUBJECT :	 Ne x t Steps T o w a r d the People I s Republi c of China 

T h e P r esident has d i re cted a study of poss ib le diplomatic initiatives which 
the Unite d State s might take towa rd the Peopl e I s Republic of C h i n a (PRC 1 
with t h e objectiv e of furtherin g the improveme nt of r e l a ti o n s . These 
ini t iatives should e x plo r e the deg ree to which i t is po s s ib l e to b uild o n 
r e c e n t p rogr e s s . T h e y should be p u t into the context of o ur rela t i ons 
towards other c o u n t r i e s , especially the USSR and Japan. 

The analysis of e ach poss ib le d i p lomati c initiative sho u ld include : 

the objecti v es of the initia tive; 

anti cipated r e a c ti o n o r r e s p o n s e b y the P R C; 

t h e a d vantages a n d disadvantages of the i n i ti a ti v e ; 

an asses s m ent of the p o s s ib le e ffe cts on our re l a ti o n s wi t h a n d the 
anti c ipated r e a c t i o n s of the Gove rnment of the Republic of China 
(G R C l, the USSR , Japan a nd other nations as a p propriate; 

an illu s tr a tiv e s cenario by whi ch the initiative c o u ld b e p u r s u e d. 

T h e ini tia t i v e s sho u l d be pla c ed into various group s of inc re a s ing sc ope and 
a l s o inc l u d e c o n side r a ti o n of app ropriate arms contro l meas u r es inc luded 
i n the ongoing studi e s provided f o r b y NSSMs 69 a nd 106 on thi s s u b j e c t. 

T h e stu d y should assume that the re wi ll be no change i n o u r p o li c y o f 
r ecogni t i on of o r support f o r the G o v e r n m e n t of t h e Repub lic of China. 

T h e P r es i de n t h a s dir e c t e d that thi s study be pre par e d on a p r io r ity basis 
by the SC Inte rdepartmental G ro up for E a s t As ia a nd be s ubmitted to the 
Ass istant to the Pr esident fo r Natio nal Security Affairs b y May 15, 1971 , 
fo r cons i d eration b y the Senior R e v i e w Group . 
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