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Mar ch 4 , 19 72 

Na t i onal Sec u ri ty S t u dy M e m ora ndum 14 7 

TO :	 The Se cre tary of State 
The S ec r e t a ry of D e f e n s e 
The Director of Cent ral In t elligence 

SUB J E CT:	 U . S. Strategy and Pr o je c tion Forces 

The P r e sident has dire cted a comprehensive r e v i e w of the U . S. 
capability to p roject it s milita ry capabilities ove rsea s a n d suppo rt 
its strat.eg ic o b jectives . The pur pos e of t h is evalua tion s hall b e to 
asses s the a dequacy o f c u r rently planne d fo rces a n d t o d e v elo p 
a lterna t ive fo rce posture s for t he Pr e s i d e n t' s conside ration in 
li g h t of g rowing Sovi et capabilitie s , 

Dr a win g u p o n p r e v i o u s inter a g e n c y wo rk , t h i s review shall cove r : 

- - An i d entification of U . S . and a l lie d forces and r e s our c e s 
r e l a t e d to the fo rc e projectio n, mo b i lity , sea control, and l o gi s t i c al 
suppo rt m issions . In turn, t h e s e bro a d mission s s h o uld be furthe r 
e v alua t e d i n te rms of the specific tasks and the a i r and nava l a s well 
as gr ou n d fo r ces as socia ted with them . 

-- A n evaluation o f the objectives a n d com pa rative effo rt of 
t he Soviet Uni o n a n d it s a l lies . This compa rison should provide , 
among o the r things , a net as ses sment of the U . S. a n d Soviet naval 
balance in various a r e a s . The s i ze and comp o sition of r e s our c e s 
r e qu i r e d to suppo r t our respe c tiv e fo rce p o s t u r e s and capabi lit ie s 
shall a l so b e e val ua t e d . 

-- A n examin a tio n and identification of U . S. re q uir e m e n t s fo r 
fo rc e p r ojection, m o b i l i ty , sea cont rol, and l o gi sti c al suppo rt , and 
fo r m i s s ions and fo rc es i n r ela tio n to spec ified U . S . fo reign and 
strat e g ic policy o bjec tives . T h is s houl d i nclu de a thoroug h assess­
ment of the pr esent Soviet thr e a t and t he capab ili ty of the U . S . a nd 
i t s a llie s to ca r ry o u t the missions n o t e d a bove i n a manner 
consis t ent with the U . S . strategy in E u r o p e, the Me d i t err a n e a n, 
Asia, and e l s e w h e r e . This should examine , amo n g othe r things , 
the p o s s ible situatio n s i n which the U. S . m igh t become engaged i n 
a confl ic t confined to the sea, and the i m plications of such an 
e n g a g e rn ent. 

-5ECR ECf-­



- 2 ­

-- The d eve l o p m e n t of alternati ve ob jectives a n d r e l a t e d f o r c e 
p o s t u r e s for each of these major m i s s i ons with their a s s o c i a t e d 
r e s o u rce req u i r e ments through FY 1 977. The a lte r na t i v e s shall 
also i nc o r po r a te, w h ere appr opriate , for ces of modified des i gn and 
capa b i li t i es. The strategic implications of the a lte r na tive postu r es 
sho u l d be e v a luate d . The Department of State s h o uld c o n t r ib u t e an 
a s ses s m e n t of the political and diplomati c implication s of the 
a lte r native postu r es, including prospe ctive a lli e d reac ti ons to the 
u s e of U . S . fo r c e s under the circumstances po s t ulated. 

This rev i e w s hall b e pr e pa r ed b y the D epartm e n t o f Def ense In 
coo pe r atio n w ith other interested ag e n c i e s under the gu idan c e of 
t h e DPRC Working Grou p . The r e v iew should be compl e t e d no l a t er 
t h a n M a y 1, 1 972, for consideration b y t h e Defen s e Pro gr a m Review 
Com mi t t e e . 
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He nry A. Ki s s i n g e r 

c c :	 T he Chairma n , Counc il of E conomi c A dvise rs 
Th e Di r e cto r , Office of M a n a gement a n d B u d g e t 
T h e Dir e c t o r , Arms C ontrol and Di sa rmame n t 

Agency 

SE CRE T
 


