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National Securi t y Study M emorandum 151 

TO: THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

SU B.JE CT: V i etname se Air For ce Capabilitie s 

T h e P r esident has directed a review of Vietnamese air forc e cap a ­
biliti e s and r e lat e d U. S. assistance programs. The re v i ew sh ould 
f o c u s on program actions that could be taken to ensure that on-going 
VNAF impr oveme nt is adequate to meet the priority needs not only 
as our forc e levels in South Vietnam decline to low levels, but if we 
shou l d eve n t u a lly stand down , substantially re duce or withdraw our 
a ir uni ts based in Thailand or the Tonkin G u lf / S o u t h C h i n a sea. 

In p a rti c u l a r , this r e v i e w should include p r e sentation of altern a tive 
VNA F imp rove ment programs for the p e r i o d FY 1973 -75 and should 
r efle c t analyse s of the following is sue s : 

- - The adequacy of our programs with re spe ct to mis sions 
in which the VNA F has already de m on s t r a t e d a c r ed ible cap ability, 
e . g . , close air suppor t , int e rdiction within South V i e tnam, troop 
lift a n d r e s u pply . 

-- The r e quirement for and feasibility of bui lding a d d i tion a l 
V NAF capabilitie s for missions which are now performed p rim a r ily 
by t h e U. S. air for c es, e. g . , a i r defense, MARKET TIME air surveil­
lanc e , tr ail interdiction, intelligence collection, reconnaissance and 
m e d i c a l evacuation. 

- - E x p a n s i on of out - of - c ou n t r y close air support and inte r ­
di cti on missions by VNAF as an alternative to further bu ild up of 
Laot ian and C a m b o d i a n air fo r c es. 

-- Expansion of the Laotian and Cambodian air fo r c es to r elie v e 
t h e V N A F of r e spons i bi l i ty for out -of -country rn i s sions. 
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- - I n n o va t ive use of a i rc raft and w e a pons s y s t em s , s u c h a s 
l ight S T O L a i r c r a ft and C BU-55 b o m b s to p r o vide a d d e d c a p a b ili ti es 
g i v e n So u t h Vietnamese resour ce and m anpower lim i tations. 

In d e v e l o p in g the alte rnative VNAF i mprovement programs the c on t r i ­
b u t i o ns of rema i nin g U. S. a i r assets and capa b ilities in SEA sho uld be 
c ons i d e r e d . As a b a s e case, the a d e q uac y of the VNAF as s uming we 
m a i n t a i n es s e n ti a lly c u r r ent force l evels in Tha iland a n d offsho r e should 
b e as se s s e d . O p tions where forces in Tha i l and stand down or are with­
draw n and whe r e both Thai a n d sea b a sed U. S. forces stand d o w n or a r e 
with d r a w n s h o u l d a l s o b e addres se d. 

T h i s a s s e s s m e n t sho u ld a l s o c o n sider the essentia lity of the v arious 
c a pa b ili t i es of c ur ren t U. S . for c es i n light o f t h e capab i lities of t h e 
fo r c e s of o u r a lli e s , to ensur e that a s U. S. f o rc e s a r e withdr a wn the 
h i gh e s t p rior i ty miss i ons are the last termina t e d . 

The	 D epa r tm en t of S ta t e should be consult e d as t o the po litical i m pl i c a ­
tio n s o f a lternativ e p ro g r a m s and options deve l o p e d in this a s s e s s m en t . 

T h i s review a n d re l ated back-up s t u d i e s sho u l d be s ubmit t ed b y Apr i l 
14 f o r c o n s i d e ra t i o n b y the Senior Review Group. 
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