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Na ti o na l Secu r i ty Study Memorandum No. 155 

T O : The Sec retary of State 
The Secretary of D efe ns e 
The Dir ec tor of C entral Intelligenc e 

SU B J E C T : U.S . Policy Toward the Philippines 

The President has directed that a review of U .S. policies toward 
the Rep u b l i c of the Philippines be m ade . The study s hould ide ntify 
basi c U.S . i ntere st s i n the P h ilippin es . It should e x ami n e the im ­
pli c a tions of the present situation i n the Philippin es for basic U. S . 
i nte r e s t s , and t h e c o n s e q u e n t U.S. objectives in furth ering those 
interests over the n e x t five years. Lastly. it should d elineate and 
e x a m i n e the polic y o p t ions open to t h e U. S. over thi s pe r i o d . 

T he study should a na l y z e fact o rs and tr ends affe cting U . S . i ntere sts 
a n d include c o n s i de r a ti o n of: 

-- The poli t i c a l ambi t i o ns and intentions of Pr esident Marc os 
a n d o pposi tio n grou p s . 

- - The g r o w th of Philippine nationalism, i t s m ani f estations i n th e 
C on stitu ti on a l Convention, and its lik e ly effects on U. S . military bas e 
a g r e ement s , i nvestment and trade . 

T h e poli ti cal r o l e of th e P hilippine Armed F orces. 

Philippine percep tion of and reaction to the Nixo n Doctrine and to 
U .S. policy toward the PR C . Japan a n d other n a t i o n s of East and South 
E a s t Asia . 

-- The e c o nom i c situa ti on i n th e Philippine s . 

T h e study s houl d inclu d e consi d eration of the followin g polic y is sue sand 
thei r inter r ela tionship as they a ffec t U.S. interests and objectives: 
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-- C on tin u e d access to UoS o rrri.Ii ta r y bases in the Ph i Ii.ppi.ne s , (In 
thi s con n e ction. what should be the relationship to continued b a s e access 
of (a) U.S. rni.l.i ta r v a s s i s tanc e , and (b) the continua tion of the preferential 
p r o v i s i on s of the Laurel-Langley A g r e em e n t ? ) 

- - C on ti n u e d li b eral access to the Philippine rna r k e t f o r U. S. trade rs 
and investors . and reasonabl e pr o tection for existing U. S. p riva t e inve s t ­
rnerit in the Philippine s , 

-- Pa r ti cula r ly in relation to the foregoing two issues. (a) to what 
ex tent should we preserve our Iispecial rela tionship" to the Phi lippines; 
and (b ) shou l d the U. S. take a position as rega rds the Cons ti tu tional 
C o n v e n ti o n and the d e veLoprrrent of a new C o n s t i t u ti on ? 

- - U, S . role as regards: 

Philippine efforts to rna i ntain internal stab i li t y and a 
sa ti sfac t o r y l e v el of e c o norrric d e ve l.oprnerit , (As regards int ernal stability. 
w h a t should be the U. S. role vis-a-vis Philippine internal security polic y 
and ope r a ti o n s ? As regards e c oriorrri c deveLoprnerit , what should be the U . S. 
ro l e v i s -a-vis external aid and e c onorriic d eve l o prri en t , what should be the 
sca l e and dire c ti on of our aid pro graITls, and what should b e the a r eas 
re s e r v ed for rnul ti.Ia.t e ra l p r og r a.rn s v ) 

- - Phili p p ine effo r ts to playa cons t ruc tive re gi onal ro l e 
in A s ia o 

- - As i t relates in par ticular to the foregoing i ssues, how far should 
we go in Iirm ti.n g our identification wi th the pre sent adrni.ni s t r a tion and 
i ts p o licies? 

The study should be prepared by the NS C Inbe r d e pa r trnerita l G r o u p for 
Ea s t Asia , and should be subrrii t t e d not l a t e r than July 31, 1972 for 
cons i de ra tion by the Sen i o r Review Group . 

.:A i~s i-e-	 '~~'U.s -ng- r------~· ~-
c c :	 The Se c r e t a r y of the Treasury 

The Secretary of Commerce 
The Assistant to the President for 

Internat ional Economic Affairs 
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