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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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Septemb e r 14 , 19 7 2 

Na tiona l Se c u r i ty	 Stu dy Memorandum 16 0 

TO:	 The Secreta ry of S t a te 
The Secre ta r y of D e fe n s e 
The D i r e c t o r of C e n t r al Inte lligenc e 

SUBJECT;	 Policy Toward Mo ro cco 

T he Pre side n t has directed a study of US policy toward Mo rocco 
and the options open to the United States i n l i g h t of possib le de velop ­
ments i n Morocco fo llowing from the recent attempted coup - d 'etat. 

This study should identify US inte rests in Morocco as p rec ise ly as 
p o s s ible , e valuate their re lative importance and, based on our b e s t 
es timate of the future, de lineate the possible approaches w e might 
take to b e s t serve these interests. The study should include but not 
be lim i te d to conside ration of the follo w ing factors : 

- - t h e political, economic and strategic importance of M o r occo 
to the United States; 

-- the prospect for the continu ed role of King Hass a n and the impli­
cations o f both his demise or con ti nu a n c e in powe r for US interests; 

- - p o s s i b l e s uccessor governments to the mona r c h y and their impli ­
cations for US interests; 

- -the impo r ta n c e of the U S naval communications comp l ex a t Ke rii t r a 
and the V O A re lay station at T a n g i e r and th e p r o s p e c t s f o r their 
con tinu a n c e in Moro cco; 
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--th e progr a ms and resour ces we are likely to have availabl e 
to d e v o te to Moro c co in the future; 

- - the role of influential third partie s such as France and
 
Alg e ria.
 

The s tu dy shoul d be p r e par e d by the NSC Interdep artmental G rou p for 
Afr i c a a n d should b e submitted not later than Octob er 5 for considera­
tion b y the Senior Review Group. 

cc : D ire cto r , Office of Management a nd Budget 
A d m ini s t r a tor, A genc y for Inte rnational Development 
D i re c t o r , U . S. Informatio n A gency 
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