
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D .C. 20506 

-eeN FIDENTIAL 
De c emb er 26, 197 2 

Na t ional Securit y Stu d y Mem or a ndum 16 6 

TO :	 The Se c r e t a r y of State 
The Se cretary of Defe ns e 
The Se cretary of C om m e r c e 
The S e c r e t a ry o f t h e Tre a sur y 
The Secretary of Transportation 
The C h a i r man , Atomic Ener gy Commission 
Th e Direc tor, Arm s Co n tr ol and Di s ar m ament A gency 
The S p ec i a l Repres entati ve for Trad e N e gotiations 

SUBJE CT:	 R e view of US-French Bilateral Is sues 

T he P r e sident wishes to revi ew all bi late ral issues t h a t ar e c u r r e n tly 
or m a y soon b e the subj e ct of discus sions or neg otia t i o ns w i th ag e n c i es 
of the French gov e r n m ent. As a p p r o p r iate , t h is re view s h o u l d include 
multinational n e gotiations in which France's role c o u l d be maj o r (e . g. 
nego t i ations on internation al t r a d e or on c o m b a t ting terrori sm). 

E a ch a d d r e s s e e ag e ncy should prepare a s ucc i nc t (t h r e e or four par a gr aph s ) 
repor t of those issues wi t hin i ts juri s di ction which a r e c u r r e n tly under 
dis cussion with France or li kely to b e within the nex t six m o nth s . All 
issues s h o u l d be c o v e r e d exc e p t thos e t h at are the subject of NSDM's 103 
and 104 . The s tatus repor ts sho u l d include a v er y b r i e f de s cription of t he 
iss u e , the US a n d French a g e nc i e s primarily inv olved , the c ur r e n t s t a tus, 
prospe c ts for ag r e e m e n t a n d obs tacles t hereto , a n d the possi ble inter­
rela tionship wi th o ther is s u es under dis cus sion wi t h Franc e. E l e m ent s 
of present or pote ntial controversy wi th the French should be brought out. 

Th e a g enc ie s I reports s h o u l d be submit ted thr ough the Chair m an of the 
1 S C In terdepar tmental G r o u p f o r Europe to b e re ady for P res id e n t ial 
co n sid e r a ti o n no t later than J a n u a r y 10 , 1973. The Chairm a n, NS C-IG 
Euro p e wi ll assure a uniform form a t a n d should submit, t og e t h e r wi th th e 
a g e n c i es I r e p o r t s , a s h or t summary of t h e int errelations hips amo n g t he 
i ssues discus sed as w e ll a s a ny a p p r o p r iat e comment. Age n cie s o t h er 
t han t h e a d d re s se e s who cons i d e r tha t there a r e m atters c o n c e r n i n g 
Fr e n c h- US rel a t i ons tha t deserve P re s i d e n tial c o n s i d e r a t i o n s h o uld a r rang e 
to co n t r i bu t e r eports on the m through t h e NSC-IG Europe. 
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Th e Pr e s i d e n t has further directed that n o agreemen t s w ith Fran c e b e 
initialed or otherwise con clu de d until h e has com pleted h is r e v i e w 
pur suant to this mem orandum. 

f----r/ ~ L__ 
H enry A. Kissing er --:>-J 

cc ; Th e Dir ector , Central Intelligence A g en c y 
The A s s i s t a n t t o the President f o r Intern ational E c on omic 

Affairs 
The Dir e ctor, U. S. Information Agency 
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