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N a t i o na l S e curity	 S tu dy MeTI10 randuTI1 168 

TO;	 The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Di r e c t o r , Central Intelligence 

SUB J ECT;	 U. S. NATO Policies and PrograTI1s 

The P r esident has directed a c o rnp r e h eri s i ve study of NATO strategy, 
U. S. policy choices and p r og r a rns supporting the NATO Allies. He 
directs the study be given the highest priority. 

The stu dy will consider both political and rni Iita r y aspects of factors 
affec t i ng the NATO Alliance in two parts: 

- - Part I should define NATO's strategy and focus on the near te r m 
is sues facing the Alliance over the next couple of years in i.rnplernerrting 
this s t rategy. It should identify weaknes ses in NATOI s defens e capabil i ­
ties and d e velop alternative p r og r a rns to correct these deficiencies. 
The study should consider, as a TI1iniTI1uTI1; 

- - The structure, equipping, disposition, and readines s of 
in -pla c e Allied and U . S . forces in Europe and known deficiencies in 
these forces. Our current capabilities and depl.oyrne nt plans should be 
as sess e d w ith regard to our capability to reinforce our NATO Allies. The 
i rnpa c t of a lternative p r og r a rns designed to enhance our capabilities should 
be de t e r mined . Known deficiencies in Allied/U. S. planning should also 
be cons i dered (e. g. I Allied and U. S. logistics planning for a rnrnunition 
stocks, etc.). 

-- The political issues affecting Alliance cohesion including 
aTI10ng other factors the i rnpac t of MBFR and SALT negotiations and how 
current and future p r obl e rns could be further aggravated or alleviated by 
alternative U. S . approaches to MBFR and SALT. 
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-- The study should ass es s N ATO r s cu r r e n t nuclear d o ctr in es, 
fo r ces , a n d employment plannin g and evaluate a lternative d o ctrines 
which c ou l d suppo r t our future p l anning. The relationship betwe e n the s e 
a ltern a t i v e doctrin es and U . S. nucl e a r deli very systems, warhead stock­
p ile a n d d e p l o y m e n t s should be defined. The future role a nd poss i ble 
fu n cti o n s o f the N u c l ear Planning Group should be evaluated in coordinating 
Allianc e nuclear poli c y al s o. 

-- Develop alternative approaches for cor r e c ti n g i d e n t i fi e d 
milit a r y a n d politi cal problems in terms of the contribut ion the Alli es 
could mak e a n d th e steps the U. S. would be willi ng to u n d ertak e . 

Part I of the study should be done by an ad hoc g r ou p composed of repr e ­
s.entativ es of the addressees and NS C staff and chaired by a representa tive 
of the Sec r e t a r y of D ef e n s e. It should be submitted for DPRC r eview by 
Ap r ill, 1 9 7 3 . 

Part II should focus on fundamental long-range prospe cts for 
NATO . It should assess the direction in which the Allies are mo ving on 
s e cur i ty i s s u e s (b oth m i litary and politi cal). In pa r ti cula r , it should 
anal y z e va r i ous p r e s sures in E u rope for lower defens e effort . It shoul d 
exa m in e the long - t e rm U. S. role in the Alliance and espe cially a lterna ­
tiv e c o mbin ations of U. S . and European contributions . The study shoul d 
r e lat e e a s t - we s t (i n clu d i n g U. S. - S o vie t ) political developments to alte r ­
n ativ U . S . strategies in Europe in the late 1970s ; in particular, alterna­
tiv e fo r ce postures and political strategies for the U . S . and NATO. 

Part II of the study should be prepared by an i n t e r d e p a r tm e n t a l group 
consi s t ing of the add r e s s e e s a n d the NSC staff and chaired b y a rep r e ­
s en t a t ive of the Secretary of State. It should be complete d by May 1, 1973, 
for r e vi e w by the Senior Review Group, before consideration by the 
Pres i d ent. 

In v i ew o f the s e n s i t i v e nature of this re vi ew and possible misin t e r p r e t a ­
tion o f its purpo s es, the Pres ident has directed that its exi s t e n ce be closely 
h e l d a nd ac c ess to this NSSM and the study material closely c on t r o lle d . 
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