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G u lf 

The P re s i dent h a s direct e d a r eview o f U . S. policy in t h e Ar abian 
P e n i nsul a a n d the P er s i an Gulf. NSD M 9 2 a n d NS D M 186 h ave a lr e ady 
e s t a bli s he d a fr am.e w or k fo r U . S . poli cy in this r eg i o n b a sed o n Saudi­
I ranian coope ration and an indi rect U . S . role i n a rm.s s up ply . T he 
pur po s e of this new r e v iew i s to evalua t e our pr esent po li c y i n light 
o f r e cc n t dev elo p m.e n t s in this a r ea . 

The s tudy should i d e n t i fy U. S . int e rests a n d o bjec tives in the a rea . A s 
to U. S . inter e s ts and o b j e c tives derivin g fro m. U . S. ene rgy r e q u irem. e n t s , 
the study sho u l d d raw on the wo rk done i n r e s p o n se to NSSM 1 74 . 

The study the n	 s h o u ld spe c ifically addr e ss the f ollowing q u e stio ns : 

What i s the state of re g io n al coo peration a nd in particular Saudi­
I ranian c o o p e r a t i o n ? What s t e p s can the U . S. take t o s treng t hen 
it? 

What ro le would the U n i t e d States lik e to see Kuwait p lay and what 
can the U . S. do to enc our a ge i t ? I n the ligh t o f K uwa i t's c u r r e n t 
def e n se n e eds , what is an a p p rop r i at e rela tions h i p between Kuwa i t 

and othe r nati ons of the a rea? W hat a re po ssib le U. S. r ole s in 
r e s p o nd i n g to Kuwait 's defense needs? 

What m.easur es can be t aken to strengthen the U . S. - S a u d i and 
U. S . -Tr a n i a n b i lat e ral re lationships? In particular, h o w can a 
se n s e of coo peration towa rd com.m.on s tr a t e g i c o b j e c tives be 
d e v e l o p e d ? How ca n c om.m.ercial and fi nanc i al ties be s tr e n g thene d , 
inc luding c o n s id e r a tio n of ste ps the U . S . c o u l d take to enc our a g e 
oil p roduci ng c o u n t r i e s to use oi l r e v e n u e s to inc re ase pr oduction? 

Wha t a re th e prospects fo r stability in the UA E , Qa ta r and B a h r a i n ? 
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H o w can Saudi Arabia and Iran contribute mos t effective ly to the 
se curity of the area and in particular of K uwa i t , Oman and the 
Yemen Arab Republi c ? What is the appropriate role for Jordan ? 
Wha t a r e the options for the U. S. in relation to the c o o p e r a tio n 
a mong t h es e governments ? 

Is U. S. arms supply policy in this area appropriate ? 

Is the U. S. official presence in the area appropriate a s to numbers 
and lev ~~? 

In dis cussing these is sues, referen ce should be made a s app r opriate to 
Ir an's and Saudi Arabia 's growing economic and military pow e r ; sour c es 
of insta b ility in t h e area including the role of Iraq and the PDRY; and the 
po li c i e s of state s outside the region (E u r o p eans , Japan, USSR ) as they 
affect U . S . int e r ests. In ea ch se ction of the study, option s for U.S. po l i c v 
shou ld b e pre s e nt e d and analy z ed. 

This stu dy shou l d be c o n d uc t e d by the NSC Interdepartmental G r o u p for 
the N e a r Ea st a n d South Asia. T his study s h o u l d be s u b m i tte d to the 
NS C Se n io r R e v i e w Group by June 22, 1973. 
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Henry A. Kis singer 
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