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T O :	 The S ec reta ry o f State 
The S ec reta ry of D e f e n se 
The D i rec to r of Central I n telligen c e 

SUBJE C T :	 Impli c ation for U. S. Poli cy of Probable L i n e s of Soviet 
Strategy a n d Policy i n the Eastern M e diterranean, N ea r 
Ea st, Arabian Peninsula, a n d South Asi a 

T h e P r e si d e n t h as n oted that a number o f leaders of friendly cou n t r i es 
in t he N e a r Ea st a n d So u t h Asia h a ve t h e v i ew tha t t h e So v ie t Un i on i s 
i n te nsifying its dipl om a ti c, e conomi c and m i li t a r y ac t i vi ty throughout 
these ar e a s . He h as dir e cted a study of the implications for U. S. poli cy 
of pr o b a bl e lines of S o v ie t strategy, poli cy and actio n s in the Eas tern 
Medite rranean, the Nea r East, the Ar abi a n Peninsula a nd t h e Persia n 
G u lf , and South As i a . 

The s t ud y should i n clude: 

Def i n i ti o n and ass essment of basi c U . S. inter e st s a n d objectives 
in these area s identifying how they may be affe cted by Soviet 
int e rests, objectives, policies a n d ac tio n s . 

Identifi cation a nd ass es s m e nt of S ovi e t strategi c interests and 
o b jec tiv e s in thes e a r ea s a n d the ensuing line s of policy a n d 
a c ti ons w h ich th e Sovi e t s a r e li k e l y t o pursue ove r the next fi ve 
y e ar s. 

Interests, o bje ctives and policies which may be c ommo n to 
m o r e than one of t h e specifi c a r eas included in thi s s tudy or 
w h ic h may refle c t s t ra t e g ic c o nc e r ns e xtending beyond these 
a r ea s sho u l d b e identified a n d a s s e ss e d . 

T h e extent to w hich Soviet poli cies a n d actions in any or all 
of these areas may be designed t o support its polici es toward 
or posture vis - a -vis the People I s R e p ub lic of C hina or 
Western E uro pe s h o uld be a s s e s sed. 

The e x t e n t to which Soviet policies a r e influenc ed by U . S . a c tion s 
(e . g . , t h e USSR na v al rea c tion to T F 74 ) should be ass e s s e d . 
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Id entific a t i on of polici e s or actions t h a t a re commo n to the inte r e sts 
of the U . S. and USSR (e. g., non-nu clea r India, free d o m of the s eas, 

e t c . ) . 

Assessment of the implications of political, economic a nd sec u r ity 
f ac tors and t rends in these a r ea s as they may a ff e c t the i n t e r e s ts, 
o b je ctives , and poli c i es of either the U n i t e d State s or the USSR or 
both . 

In as s essing Sovi et l i n e s of policy and a ctions, the study should consider 
but n o t b e l imited to the fo llowing : 

Continued e c o n o mi c and military as s i stance and politi c a l suppo r t 
f o r Egypt. 

M ilitar y assistance to and politi c a l support for Iraq, Syria, and 
So u t h Yemen. 

M i l itary p r esence, inc l ud ing basing arr a n g e m e n ts, in the a r e a s 
of the stu d y . 

Su p p o r t fo r subve rs ive and r adical g roups a n d movemen ts throughout 
t h e areas of the study . 

Economic a n d po litica l s u p po r t for In d ia . 

E c onomic and politi cal rela tio n s w ith Iran, Kuwait and o t h e r states 
In the P e r s ian Gulf . 

Ba s ed upon these as sessments , the study should d is c uss the str ategy a n d 
po licy options o p en to the U . S . to p rot e ct and advance U. S. inte r ests . 

This s t u dy sho ul d b e conducted by an NS C Ad Ho c G r o u p to be chai r ed by 
the r e p r e s e n t a ti v e of the Secretary of St a t e and to i n c l u d e represen tatives 
of the a d d r e s s ee s and the NSC Staff. The study shoul d be submitted by 
July 1, 197 3 , fo r consideration by th e NSC Senio r Re v i e w Gr o u p . 
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