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Na t i on a l S e c u r i ty Stud y Memo r andum 194 

T O :	 The Sec r e t a r y of Defen s e 
The Deputy Sec retar y of State 
The Di re cto r of Cen t r a l Intelligenc e 
The Di r ecto r , Arms Control and Dis a r mament A gen cy 

SU BJ E C T :	 R e view o f Cer t ain Convent i onal Weapons 

The Pre s i d e nt has d i re cted a r e v iew of those conventional wea p ons which, 
b ec au se o f t h e i r a lle g e d i n d i s c r i minate e ffe ct s o r i rihurriane ne s s, ha ve 
be c om e the sub j e c t o f i n t e r n a tio n a l dis cu s sions w ithin the con t e x t of the 
Con fe r e n c e on In t ernational Humani tarian Law. 

The r e v i e w shou l d p l a c e p r i m a r y emphasis on incendi ary w eapons a nd be
 
con d u c t e d in two p a r t s .
 

P a r t One shoul d cons i d er the military a spe cts of e a ch o f t h e se types of
 
w e a p o n s (fo r exam pl e , incend i a r ie s, fr a gment a t i on mun i t ions, de l a yed
 
action m u nition s). It should evaluate the U. S. cap ability and the capabil ­

iti e s of other cou ntr i e s i n these weapons; their military utilit y ; the e x te n t
 
t o wh i c h the m ilita r y obje ctive s i n v ol v e d in the i r us e could b e a c complished
 
by oth e r m e a n s , and the imp l ica t ion s of utilizing suc h means ; a n d a ny
 
rel a tio n ships between the v ariou s t y pes of muni tions.
 

This part of the rev i e w s h o ul d be c onducted by the D e p a rtme n t of D e fe n se , 
i n c ooper a ti on wi t h other a ge n cies as approp ria t e . I t s h o u l d be c ompleted 
b y A pril 19 , 197 4 in order t o provide the es s e n t i a l ba ckground f o r Part T w o 
of the o v e r a ll rev i e w. 

P a r t T wo of the r e v i ew should (1 ) review the c u r r e n t pos i t ion (inclu din g 
r a t i o n a l e ) of the U n i t e d Sta t e s and of other c oun t r i e s o n the u s e of t hese 
w e a p ons ; a nd (2 ) d e v e l op a n d a s s e s s t he advan t a ges and d i s a dvanta ges of 
both p o s sible arm s c ontrol options and i llu s t r a t i v e la w o f wa r op tions with 
re s pec t to these w e a p o n s , i n o r der to provi de the b a s i s for c on s ide r ati on 
of the i ss u e s a t t e n da n t on the d e l ibe r a tion s of the Confe r ence on Int erna tio na l 
Hurna n i t a r i.ari L aw. 
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T his p art o f the review should b e con d u c ted b y an N S C Ad Hoc Gr oup , 
comp r i sing rep r e s e n t a t ive s of the add r e s s e e s of this memo r a ndum and t h e 
NS C S t aff and c h a i r e d by the r e p r e s enta t i v e of the S e c reta r y of Sta t e . 

The N S C A d Ho c G r ou p ' s rep o r t together with the paper p r e p a r e d by the 
D e p a r tm ent of D efe n s e i n P a r t One of this review sho ul d b e forwarde d by 
M a y 21 , 1974 for c onsid e r a t i on by the NSC Seni or R e v i e w Group . 
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Henry A. Kis s i nge r 
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