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SU B JE C T :	 Ind i a n Oc e a n S t r a t e g y 

The P r e s id e n t has d i r e cte d a r e v i e w and updating of the s tudies c o n c e r n ing 

Un i t e d States stra t egy for the Indian O c e a n p r epare d in re s p o n s e t o N SSM 

10 4 a n d 1 10 . and the follow -on studies p re p a red at the requ e s t of the 

NS C S en i o r R evi e w G r o u p aft e r i ts consi d e r ation of N SS M 11 0. T h e earli er 

stu dies s h ou l d b e upd a t ed to refl e ct the policy impli cations of p o l i ti : 3.1 

and mili t a r y d e v el o pm e n t s in the a r ea, including : 

a. the p r o spective r e o p e n i n g of the Suez Cana l ; 

b. Soviet n a va l de p l o yments in the In d i a n O c e a n ; 

c . the d e v e l o pm e n t s of the past two years in US - Sovi et 
r e l a ti o n s as they m ay a ffect Indian O c e a n poli cy and strategy; 

d . political develo pm ents i n the Middl e E a s t; the S u b c o n ti n e n t , 
a n d the o t h e r littor a l a rea s of th e Indian Ocean; 

e . a r ms l im i t a ti o n p r oposals affecting the Indian O c e a n a rea . 

The stu d y shou l d p r o p o s e and a n a l y z e options for str ategy and poli c i e s 

fo r the In d i a n O cean a rea to prot e ct US in t e r ests the re throu g h the 1970s, 

i nclu di n g p o s s i b l e US m ili t a r y and p oli ti c al r esponses t o Sov i e t Indian 

O cean n aval activities. This a n a l y s i s should include examinat ion of 

po s s i b l e alternative a r rangements between the U S and US S R to limit 
nava l p r e sen c e in th e In d i a n O c e a n a nd an assessm ent of the pros and 

cons o f e a c h such p o s s i b l e a r r a n g e m en t . 
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The study should be pr epared by the NSC Politi cal-Military Interdepart­
m ental G r ou p and should be submitted by April 20, 1 974 for r eview by 
the N S C Senior R e view Group prior t o co n s i d e ra t i o n by the Pr esident. 
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